English 209 Paper Topic (5-7 pages)     Due Monday, April 18. 
Theodor Adorno once said, “To write poetry after Auschwitz is barbaric.” Many believe he meant that, after the Holocaust, “Art has no valid aesthetic response to history, or perhaps even humanity, at least not in any of its traditional forms. Even more tricky, of course, is just how to represent the Holocaust itself. The severity of the event seems to call for a witnessing limited to facts alone, one devoid of any artifice or metaphor” ( Biblioklept.org, accessed 3/28/11). 

Does fiction about poetry trivialize the holocaust? How should the next generations understand and respond to these events? Compare one nonfiction and two fictional responses to the holocaust, at least one of which should be a film or documentary and at least one of which should be a first-hand account (memoir) or novel. You can also look at a graphic novel. Be specific; quote from the text and the film, and cite the page number of the book and the director and title of the film (http://www.monroecc.edu/depts/library/mla.htm#film). 
Your paper should begin with a thesis paragraph that contains a statement of argument. For example, you could argue that fictional accounts of the holocaust make it possible for post-holocaust authors to engage the moral issues, or you could argue that fictional accounts cannot possibly represent the suffering of the holocaust and instead make it into entertainment. Your paper should be organized by using specific examples to prove your point. 

I will grade the paper on specificity, organization, clarity, and grammar. Use a standard paper format, such as MLA or APA. 
· Here is an example of a paper in MLA style http://www.monroecc.edu/depts/library/mla.pdf.
· Here is a guide to quoting in MLA: http://www.lhup.edu/sschatz/Composition/quoting.doc. 
