Paper topics (I): Shakespeare


Your paper should be discussion of the use of language to make meaning in either Richard III or Henry V. Since the point of the play is to show you can read passages of Shakespeare carefully and understand them in the context of the larger play, your first step should be to locate quotes related to the topic. Try to find quotes that use imagery (metaphor, simile, symbol, rich and evocative description) and rhetorical parallelism (phrases used to either reinforce or contrast (paradox, antithesis)) to illustrate an idea. Write down each quote on a separate note card with the act, scene, and lines next to it. 

The next step should be to arrange the quotes. 
Can you categorize the way imagery is used? For example, what kinds of animals are people compared to Richard III and why? Who uses contrasting language and how do they use it? Does Shakespeare seem to be making an overall point? 

The last thing you should do before you write the paper is to create a thesis, at least a working thesis (you may change it as you progress through the paper). The thesis should be a statement in the form of an argument, and an argument cannot be a fact and it cannot be a phrase. It must be something that is provable by the data you have found.  It should be a statement of your reading of the play, and not just a statement of your paper’s organization. 
There are two basic types of thesis: 

1. An internal argument:  An arguable generalization you can make from the play’s, or protagonist’s, central conflict (as you see it). For example: “Shakespeare suggests that Hamlet is destroyed by his inability to reconcile medieval ideas of honor with modern political realities; he uses images associated with waste, rot, and excess to make that argument.”

2. An external argument: An arguable generalization you can make about external forces that shaped the work—or, alternatively, about how external forces help us find meaning in the work. For example:   “Mark Twain makes Huck Finn, not Jim, the hero of his co-opted slave narrative in order to deflect anxieties about slavery in his own family” 
OR  “Because he had the dual goals of selling tickets and achieving the approval of powerful people, Shakespeare made it possible to read the ‘rude mechanicals’ scene in A Midsummer Night’s Dream either as a lampooning of those trying to rise above their station or as a critique of both the rudeness and patronizing condescension of aristocratic audiences. To accomplish both goals, he makes every scene a spectacle complete with music, costumes, and audiences that misunderstand what they’re watching.”
Below are some example thesis sentences: 

BAD (states organization but doesn’t say what Chaucer’s opinion is): 


Chaucer uses various techniques to reveal his true opinion of the Wife of Bath. 

BAD:

Chaucer’s wife of Bath disagrees with St. Jerome, and he uses her description in the General Prologue, her prologue or sermon, her tale, and the interruptions from other characters to reveal his true opinion. 

GOOD  (External thesis): 

Chaucer uses the character of the wife of Bath, her description in the General Prologue, her prologue or sermon, her tale, and the interruptions from other characters to refute medieval misogynist ideas in a light-hearted way. 

GOOD (Internal thesis): 

Chaucer uses the character of the wife of Bath, her description in the General Prologue, her prologue or sermon, her tale, and the interruptions from other characters to argue that women, especially opinionated women, make themselves ridiculous and confirm society’s worst views of them. 

BAD  (What is his attitude toward the supernatural world?)
The Gawain uses three settings in various ways that reveal his attitude toward the supernatural world. 

GOOD (internal thesis)
The Gawain poet uses three symbolic settings to show that “courtly” manners are untested manners, and that the true measure of courage is how we respond to the unknown. 

GOOD (External thesis)
The Gawain poet contrasts the artificial court setting with the setting in the wilderness in order to suggest that the French court, as symbolized by the Arthurian characters, have lost touch with their English roots. 

Your paper should be 1000 words long and should contain analysis of examples. In an analysis, you give us a quote, point out the aspects of the quote that support your thesis, and explain the connections you would like to make. You do this in a series of related paragraphs that begin with topic sentences that explain what you’re trying to do in that paragraph. You tie all this together with a thesis, transitional statements, and a conclusion that doesn’t just restate the point but actually goes through and helps emphasize the connections or insights you are trying to make. 

Topic 
Explore how Shakespeare uses a single type of imagery and metaphor patterns (you might focus on imagery and language associated with money, animals, disease, food, nakedness and clothing, sex, etc. ) and/ or rhetorical language to advance a way of thinking about a conflict or problem in the play (internal thesis) or accomplish a goal (external thesis) in the writing of either Richard III or Henry V.  If you choose an external thesis, you should make some mention of events and forces that might have shaped the play’s composition.  
How do I relate imagery to my thesis?

One way is to start with imagery and think about its significance. Let’s say you noticed lots of cannibalism imagery in King Lear. 

· You could think about who is compared to cannibals—mostly ungrateful children. You could try to formulate a thesis about them: Shakespeare argues that royal families obtain power by a kind of symbolic devouring of each other. 

· Or you could think about who does the comparing—King Lear and Gloucester—and talk about that: Shakespeare’s older characters display paranoia and senility through their use of cannibal imagery, despite the fact that they have symbolically starved their children through narcissism and distrust. 

· OR you could note that the preoccupation with devouring occurs in the context of a starving kingdom, as represented by Poor Tom, and you could make an argument about governing: Shakespeare shows that dysfunctional nature of getting and keeping absolute power by representing a royal family obsessed with devouring each other while the kingdom is starving. 

Another way is to start with an argument you want to make about the play and work backward. Let’s say you noticed that Henry VIII/All is True is crammed full of expensive spectacle, and you want to make an argument about why. So you could look at imagery associated with the spectacle, especially the comments made by outsiders. One talks about the ruinous cost of it, and another compares it to a “glass that breaks in the rinsing.”  Another contrasts the displays of finery with the sweat, noise, and smell of its audience. Several refer to triumphal processions involving native peoples on display. So you could say something like this: Shakespeare associates spectacle with images of fragility, expense, waste, and filth in order to show that such assertions of opulence are used to (barely) conceal the chaos and disorder that lie beneath it. OR Shakespeare uses images of fragility and waste to suggest that all political power is temporary. OR Shakespeare’s references to uncivilized native people magnify the greatness of the monarchs on display, but they also reveal the dark underbelly of oppression that underlies such displays. 
Once you have made that connection, you just need to find quotes to analyze and connect to your thesis. Take a look at the example papers, and discuss connections with a friend. Bring your ideas and a classmate, and come to my office hours or schedule an appointment. 
The paper thesis is due September 26, 2017. The next deadline is quotes on notecards (cited appropriately), on October 5. The paper is due Friday, October 13 (right before break). 
Tips for Citing Shakespeare

1.  
Italicize titles of plays. When quoting and citing Shakespeare, remember that you’re citing poetry. Thus, instead of page numbers, you use Act, Scene, and Line numbers. You can do so in two ways:

1)  
Act – Large Roman numerals (I, II, IV, etc.)

Scene – small Roman numerals  (i. ii, iv, etc.)

Line – Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3 etc.)

   Thus, Act two, Scene five, Line seven would look like this: (II.v.7).

2)
Use Arabic numerals throughout: (2.5.7)

***Notice that the numbers are separated by periods. 
2.
Also, remember that you separate lines with a / mark. For example:

After Romeo reads the list for Capulet’s illiterate servant, Benvolio says, "At this same ancient feast of Capulet’s / Sups the fair Rosaline whom thou so lovest" (I.ii.82-83). 

or

After Romeo reads the list for Capulet’s illiterate servant, Benvolio says, "At this same ancient feast of Capulet’s / Sups the fair Rosaline whom thou so lovest" (1.2.82-83). 

3. 
If your quote is longer than four typed lines, put them in a block quote, and omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a new line, with the entire quote indented one inch from the left margin; maintain double-spacing. Only indent the first line of the quotation by a half inch if you are citing multiple paragraphs. Your parenthetical citation should come after the closing punctuation mark. When quoting verse, maintain original line breaks. (You should maintain double-spacing throughout your essay.) For example:

Benvolio feels that Romeo’s love for Rosaline exists only because he has not been exposed to others; if he would meet someone new he would fall out of love with Rosaline. He lectures Romeo:
Tut, man, one fire burns out another's burning,

One pain is lessen'd by another's anguish;

Turn giddy, and be holp by backward turning;

One desperate grief cures with another's languish:

Take thou some new infection to thy eye,

And the rank poison of the old will die. (1.2.48-52)

His words to Romeo demonstrate his even-handed approach to love, in contrast with Romeo’s passionate, melodramatic views. 

Author Name ______________________________
Recorder Name __________________________
(Author to hand this sheet in by the time the paper is due on Blackboard.)

1. Have the author describe the working thesis in his or her own words, and record it here: 






2. Record the number of note cards or quotes: ____________. Is each cited? ___________ Does each have / marks or space breaks to indicate line breaks?    _________________. Describe the kind(s) of images or wordplay used. 








3. How can the quotes be used to support the thesis? For example, in the example we discussed in class, the author analyzed the way disease imagery progressed in Hamlet to show that it mirrored the way Claudius’s crime “infected” the kingdom, passing from person to person. 









4. Discuss a possible organizational strategy for the paper. For example, the author might organize the examples into types (example: dogs, fish, bulls) that correspond to each paper section or organize the thesis / argument into several parts that need to be proved sequentially.  (Make sure that the author does not plan to use plot summary to support the argument.)








