Paper topics: Intro to Shakespeare


Your paper should be a comparison of two plays (two comedies or one comedy and Henry IV). You can only use plays we have discussed in this class. Since the point of the play is to show you can read passages of Shakespeare carefully and understand them in the context of the larger play, your first step should be to locate quotes related to the topic. Try to find quotes that use imagery (metaphor, simile, symbol, rich and evocative description) to illustrate an idea. Write down each quote on a separate note card with the act, scene, and lines next to it. 

The next step should be to arrange the quotes. 
Can you categorize the way imagery is used? For example, what kinds of animals are people compared to in the Merchant of Venice and why? Does Shakespeare seem to be making an overall point? Can you explain how that imagery is used differently in this play than it is in Much Ado About Nothing?
The last thing you should do before you write the paper is to create a thesis, at least a working thesis (you may change it as you progress through the paper). The thesis should be a statement in the form of an argument, and an argument cannot be a fact and it cannot be a phrase. It must be something that is provable by the data you have found.  It should be a statement of your reading of the play, and not just a statement of your paper’s organization. Below are some example thesis sentences: 

BAD (states organization but doesn’t say what Chaucer’s opinion is): 


Chaucer uses various techniques to reveal his true opinion of the Wife of Bath. 

BAD:

Chaucer’s wife of Bath disagrees with St. Jerome, and he uses her description in the General Prologue, her prologue or sermon, her tale, and the interruptions from other characters to reveal his true opinion. 

GOOD: 

Chaucer uses the character of the wife of Bath, her description in the General Prologue, her prologue or sermon, her tale, and the interruptions from other characters to refute medieval misogynist ideas in a light-hearted way. 

GOOD: 

Chaucer uses the character of the wife of Bath, her description in the General Prologue, her prologue or sermon, her tale, and the interruptions from other characters to argue that women, especially opinionated women, make themselves ridiculous and confirm society’s worst views of them. 

BAD (What is his attitude toward the supernatural world?)
The Gawain uses three settings in various ways that reveal his attitude toward the supernatural world. 

GOOD

The Gawain poet uses three symbolic settings to show that “courtly” manners are untested manners, and that the true measure of courage is how we respond to the unknown. 

GOOD

The Gawain poet contrasts the artificial court setting with the setting in the wilderness in order to suggest that the French court, as symbolized by the Arthurian characters, have lost touch with their English roots. 

Your paper should be 1000-1500 pages long and should contain analysis of examples. In an analysis, you give us a quote, point out the aspects of the quote that support your thesis, and explain the connections you would like to make. You do this in a series of related paragraphs that begin with topic sentences that explain what you’re trying to do in that paragraph. You tie all this together with a thesis, transitional statements, and a conclusion that doesn’t just restate the point but actually goes through and helps emphasize the connections or insights you are trying to make. 

Topic 1: 

Explore how a similar idea is treated in Henry IV and one of the comedies OR in two of the comedies. You might focus on the idea of maleness vs. femaleness, honor, appearance vs. reality, dream and imagination vs. the everyday world, female chastity, male alliance or bonding, social class, or “otherness” (color, religion, Scottishness/ Irishness, etc.). Make sure your thesis states your idea of the essential difference between how the idea is treated in each play. 
Topic 2: 

We know that Shakespeare wrote his plays for multiple audiences (for example, Midsummer Nights’ Dream was probably performed at a private wedding and also court before it was performed at the Theatre). We also know that Shakespeare was good at creating ambiguous messages that his audience could choose to read either way. Pick two plays (Henry IV plus one comedy) and speculate on which aspects of the play would best appeal to each audience and why. How might the theatrical space and the staging have been used to help emphasize the play for each audience? Make sure your thesis addresses which aspects of each play would have been most controversial.

Topic 3: 

Analyze a how Shakespeare uses a related pattern of imagery in two of his plays (Henry IV and one comedy or two comedies). You might focus on imagery and language associated with money, animals, disease, food, nakedness and clothing, sex, etc. Your thesis should highlight the essential difference between how the imagery is treated and used in each play. 

Deadlines: 

All quotes are due on note cards by November 18 (Wednesday). The paper is due on Monday, November 30. 
Tips for Citing Shakespeare

1.  
Italicize titles of plays. When quoting and citing Shakespeare, remember that you’re citing poetry. Thus, instead of page numbers, you use Act, Scene, and Line numbers. You can do so in two ways:

1)  
Act – Large Roman numerals (I, II, IV, etc.)

Scene – small Roman numerals  (i. ii, iv, etc.)

Line – Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3 etc.)

   Thus, Act two, Scene five, Line seven would look like this: (II.v.7).

2)
Use Arabic numerals throughout: (2.5.7)

***Notice that the numbers are separated by periods. 
2.
Also, remember that you separate lines with a / mark. For example:

After Romeo reads the list for Capulet’s illiterate servant, Benvolio says, "At this same ancient feast of Capulet’s / Sups the fair Rosaline whom thou so lovest" (I.ii.82-83). 

or

After Romeo reads the list for Capulet’s illiterate servant, Benvolio says, "At this same ancient feast of Capulet’s / Sups the fair Rosaline whom thou so lovest" (1.2.82-83). 

3. 
If your quote is longer than four typed lines, put them in a block quote, and omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a new line, with the entire quote indented one inch from the left margin; maintain double-spacing. Only indent the first line of the quotation by a half inch if you are citing multiple paragraphs. Your parenthetical citation should come after the closing punctuation mark. When quoting verse, maintain original line breaks. (You should maintain double-spacing throughout your essay.) For example:

Benvolio feels that Romeo’s love for Rosaline exists only because he has not been exposed to others; if he would meet someone new he would fall out of love with Rosaline. He lectures Romeo:
Tut, man, one fire burns out another's burning,

One pain is lessen'd by another's anguish;

Turn giddy, and be holp by backward turning;

One desperate grief cures with another's languish:

Take thou some new infection to thy eye,

And the rank poison of the old will die. (1.2.48-52)

His words to Romeo demonstrate his even-handed approach to love, in contrast with Romeo’s passionate, melodramatic views. 

