Hardy’s Poetry: Midterm

1. Essay. Choose either A or B. Your response should be no more than 4 typed pages (double-spaced, standard font). 


A. U.C. Knoepflmacher notes that, while Victorian novelists often use architecture to reflect masculine power, poets often associate ruins with “female space.” Loosely defined, “ruins” might include prehistoric monuments, childhood habitations, structures that are destroyed or unmade, or buildings or landscapes to which someone returns. 

The group of love poems entitled “Poems of 1912-13,” which are part of his book Satires of Circumstance, marks a significant change in the way that Thomas Hardy represents the feminine in his poetry. Concentrating on these poems in particular, discuss the use of ruins in Hardy’s poems about love. You may also want to examine their use in earlier and later poems. 


B. In his essay, “The Science of Fiction,” (http://pages.ripco.net/~mws/science.txt), Hardy criticized literary naturalists for failing to realize that truth is less affecting than the “illusion of truth” as manipulated by the artist: 


What cannot be discerned by eye and ear, what may be apprehended only by the mental tactility that comes from a sympathetic appreciativeness of life in all of its manifestations, this is the gift which renders its possessor a more accurate delineator of human nature . . . . To see in half and quarter views the whole picture, to catch from a few bars the whole tune, is the intuitive power that supplies the would-be storywriter with the scientific bases for his pursuit.


In his ballads and narratives, as opposed to his more confessional lyrics, Hardy uses a wide range of fictional techniques. Choosing examples from ballads and narratives written throughout Hardy’s career, analyze his use of such techniques as setting, point of view, dramatic and situational irony, characterization, plot, and dialog—among others—to show us truth in “half and quarter views.” 

2. Explication: Analyze the poem on the following page. Discuss its themes and techniques as characteristic of Hardy’s poetry, illustrating how its style and form are used to advance those themes. Your answer should be no more than two typed pages. 
A Plaint to Man
When you slowly emerged from the den of Time,
And gained percipience as you grew,
And fleshed you fair out of shapeless slime,

Wherefore, O Man, did there come to you
The unhappy need of creating me --
A form like your own -- for praying to?

My Virtue, power, utility,
Within my maker must all abide,
Since none in myself can ever be,

One thin as a shape on a lantern-slide
Shown forth in the dark upon some dim sheet,
And by none but its showman vivified.

'Such a forced device,' you may say, 'is meet
For easing a loaded heart at whiles:
Man needs to conceive of a mercy-seat

Somewhere above the gloomy aisles
Of this wailful world, or he could not bear
The irk no local hope beguiles.'

-- But since I was framed in your first despair
The doing without me has had no play
In the minds of men when shadows scare;

And now that I dwindle day by day
Beneath the deicide eyes of seers
In a light that will not let me stay,

And to-morrow the whole of me disappears,
The truth should be told, and the fact be faced
That had best been faced in earlier years:

The fact of life with dependence placed
On the human heart's resource alone,
In brotherhood bonded close and graced

With loving-kindness fully blown,
And visioned help unsought, unknown.
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