Isaiah 
· Traditional theological reading: One author living in the 8th century responded to Assyrian crises and predicted the ensuing destruction and Persian restoration; Christians read Isaiah as foreseeing the coming of Jesus

· Three-author reading: Three Isaiahs, at least, or Isaiah disciples. 1-39 Addresses Assyrian Crisis; occasionally updated to address Babylonian crisis. 40-55 written during Exile; 56-66 deals with post-exile issues. 
· Recent theory (Goldingay 2001): Verse sections of 1-33 composed by actual Isaiah; prose passages are sermons dating from the period of Josiah

· Two part literary reading: First part (1-33) warms of judgment and promises subsequent restoration; Second part (34-66) responds to judgment that has already occurred and suggests restoration is at hand. 
· “First” Isaiah was active 742-701 BCE or later, counseled Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. 

· Common theme: critical of ruling classes’ abuse of poor. Main message is one of isolationism: no alliances with foreign power; passive reliance trust in Yahweh. 
· Visions of God in Isaiah 6 enthroned (combined with Ezekiel’s vision of God) influenced late second-temple works like Enoch and Daniel and New Testament authors like Paul, who makes 27 references to Isaiah;  the author of Luke/Acts, and perhaps Jesus himself
Structure: 

· 1-12: Prophetic denunciation of wrongdoing in Judah and Jerusalem; promises of universal Peace under a David ruler (messiah) of advise is heeded. 

· Includes prophecy of birth of child Immanuel, born a woman (possible Ahaz and his wife) who would live to see Judah overcome threat of Assyria and Israel. Christians interpret this child to be Jesus. 

· 13-23: Prophecies of judgment against foreign nations 

· 24-27: Mini-apocalypse. Visions of cosmic judgment and restoration, written in Persian period. Filled with Cherubim. 

· 28-33 More denunciations of Judah and Jerusalem, dating from Assyrian invasion

· 34-35: Interpolations from exile period; oracles and blessings

· 36-39: Prose excerpts from 2 Kings about Isaiah’s dealings with Hezekiah. 
· 40-55: Persian Period: Exhortation to exiled community to return to Israel, Cyrus listed as Messiah or anointed. 
· 56-66: Post-exile period: deals with tensions between returning community and “Samaritan” community that consisted of Assyrians and Babylonians who converted to Yahwism
The Medium is the Message: 

· Like other prophets, dramatizes consequences of alliance with Egypt by parading naked in streets for three years. 

Editors add predictions of world peace in chapter 2; Judah at center of world order. 
The Suffering Servant: 

· Often seen as foreshadowing the notion of a human savior or scape goat, 40-55 contains four “servant songs” of one who can heal the suffering of others. This servant is probably Israel, not Cyrus. 
· 42:1-4. Identifies servant and says “he” will not falter under the coming burden. 
· 49:1-6 says the “servant” was called before birth to not only restore the faith of Jacob but to be “a light to the nations, that my salvation shall reach to the ends of the earth.” 
· 50:4-11 is the darkest—the servant shall “lie down in torment” and should see this as a gift from God’s  hand. By turning the other cheek (“I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard”), the servant becomes one who can “sustain the weary with a word.” 
· 52:4-53:12 shows that the servant, whom “we held..of no account” has been “wounded for our transgressions” and his life is an “offering for sin”: “Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors, yet he bore the sins of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
Jeremiah

· Active 626-587; stays in Judah to live among the poor, flees to Egypt and attacks refugees for worshipping the Queen of Heaven (43-45); probably martyred. 

· Common theme: Resistance is futile. Josiah’s reforms address only style, not substance; the wealthy deserve to be punished for abuse of poor, and Babylon is Yahweh’s divine instrument. Submit by opening the gates to the enemy will both protect the innocent and demonstrate trust in Yahweh. The new Israel will have a new covenant that doesn’t depend on location. 
· Frequently accused of treason
Structure: 

· 1-25 Oracles to Judah’s last kings, esp. Jehoiakim and Zedekiah

· 26-45 Biographical narratives, and promise of “new covenant”; glimpse into composition process via Baruch, the scribe. 
· 31-33 new covenant: covenant inscribed on hearts, not dependent on land and location. First to interpret covenant as symbolic and spiritual, not literal and land-based
· 46-51  Diatribes against pagan nations

· 52 historical appendix from 2 Kings 24-25

The medium is the message: When false prophet predicts deliverance from Babylon, Jeremiah demonstrates the future plight under Babylon by walking the streets wearing a wooden yoke and then a metal one. 

