Ezekiel
One of the first books of the bible to be composed as a written, rather than oral, document. Composed by Ezekiel and revised by him and his disciples in exile in Babylonia. 

· Books 1-32 concerns warnings about collaboration with Egypt and Babylon, prophecies about the inevitable destruction of the Temple, accusations to Judah about their blindness and infidelity to Yahweh, and condemnations of foreign powers. 

· Books 33-48 are addressed to exiled and defeated Israelites, attempting to give them hope. Filled with specific instructions on correct worship of Yahweh, which will give them hope. 
Structure

· Ch. 1. 593 BCE Vision of heaven and angels. Phrase “something like” is used repeatedly—first similes of the bible—to emphasize the ineffable nature of Yahweh. 

· Ch. 2-5 Yahweh tells Ezekiel how to dramatize the coming predicament of Israel: 

· Eats scroll to gain prophetic powers

· Binds and shuts himself in house to be silent (3:25-27)
· Brick and griddle; Ezekiel lays on one side for 390 days, 40 days on other. 

· Roasts food over human excrement

· Uses sharp sword to shave his head and divide into three parts.

· One burned

· One struck by sword

· One scattered to the winds

· Ch. 7: Prophecy

· Ch 8-19 591 BCE. Hebrews will be punished for various infidelities

· 8-9 abominations of worship in the Temple; Executioners come to punish the guilty

· 10 Vision of Yahweh leaving the temple

· 11—brief  respite: promise that reform is possible, and that Temple will be restored to the innocent
· 12—Ezekiel’s departure. After 586, this passage is edited to mirror the expulsion of Zedekiah (puppet monarch), who is blinded and sent out with a few belongings  in the middle of the night. 

· 13—condemns false prophets and sorceresses, who comfort their audience (“whitewash”) into minimizing the danger, thereby making things worse

· 14-15 Jerusalem is worse than Sodom 

· 16: Allegory: compares Jerusalem to an unfaithful wife who is promiscuous and engages in child sacrifice

· 17: Allegorical fable of eagles: About unfortunate political alliances that will destroy Israel. 
· Twig: allegory for the messiah, who is a “twig” of the David line—promise of temple restoration

· 18: Children will not suffer for parents: reform is possible

· 19 lamentations for the princes of Israel. 

· 20-3: 590 BCE. Yahweh reviews  the covenant and Hebrews’ sins

· 24-25: 588 BCE. The Siege begins. “The king of Babylon has laid siege to Jerusalem this very day.”

· 26-28: 586 BCE Siege is ended. Temple is destroyed. Long rant about the king of Tyre (perhaps disguised accusations against Nebuchadnezzar). 

· 29-32: 587-6: Rant Against Pharaoh of Egypt—metaphors of Sea Dragon (Rahab) similar to those used in Exodus
· 30: Doom: The day of Yahweh—utter destruction of present (foreign) power and renewal of the Davidic line. This will be a common expectation for most future prophets. 
· 32: 585 BCE. Vision of the Egypt and Assyria in hell (Sheol), along with other dishonorable enemies. 

· 33: In exile and despair, the people ask: Our transgressions and sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” The rest of Ezekiel  is a message of hope and consolation. Outlines reforms that will induce Yahweh to return to his people. 
· 37: Vision of the valley of dry bones: revitalized Israel rejoined (two sticks) forever. 
· 38-39: The Gog of Magog Oracles: Apocalyptic judgment of all Israel’s historic enemies; Israel spends 7  years burying the dead and animals are invited to feast on their enemies 

· 40-48: Detailed blueprints, as laid out by God, for the new temple. 
Prophecy as Performance: Ezekiel as “Sentinel”
· Silence (pantomime) and speech (resumes in chapter 33)

· Public shocking display

· Written record by School of Ezekiel; accompanies public performance

· Prophet as priest: emphasizes proper worship. 
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