Vocabulary used in class (some terms come from Ian Lancashire’s list at the University of Toronto, http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/rpo/display_rpo/poetterm.cfm)

	Term
	Level
	Definition

	Alliteration
	Son
	using the same consonant to start two or more stressed words or syll= ables in a phrase or verse line, or using a series of vowels to begin such words or syllables in sequence. 

	Allusion
	Ide
	a reference to a historical, mythic, or literary person, place, event, movement, etc.

	Anaphora
	
	successive phrases, clauses, or lines start with the same word or words.

    OUT of the cradle endlessly rocking,   

  Out of the mocking-bird’s throat, the musical

                 shuttle,   

  Out of the Ninth-month midnight,

	Assonance
	Son
	the rhyming of a word with another in one or more of their accented vowels, but not in their consonants; sometimes called vowel rhyme.

	Blank verse
	Son
	Unrhymed iambic pentameter, often used in dramatic monologues 

	Caesura
	Typ
	A break in the middle of a line

	Consonance
	
	sometimes just a resemblance in sound between two words, or an initial or head rhyme like alliteration, but also refined to mean shared consonants, whether in sequence ("bud" and "bad") or reversed ("bud" and "dab").

	Collage
	Ide,typ
	An art form in which “found” elements from several contexts or mediums are combined in a single composition.  

	ekphrasis
	ide
	A poem that celebrates or imitates another art form

	elegy
	ide
	A poem about death and loss; often also an “ars poetica” or poetic argument or manifesto

	End-stopped
	Typ
	A line that breaks over a period or other logical stopping place in the sentence

	Enjambed
	Typ
	A line that breaks in an unexpected place in the sentence. 

	Epistemology
	Ide
	The “science” of knowing, and of knowing how we know, etc. 

	Figure
	Sen
	one of many kinds of word-play; a figure or trope (such as  metaphor, synaesthesia, or symbol) usually describes one thing in terms of another.

	Free verse (or verse libre)
	Typ, son
	Basically defined by its opposite; free verse has no set rhyme scheme, metrical scheme, or line length. 

	Iamb, iambic
	Son
	A metrical foot consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. A line dominated by this metrical foot. 

	Imagism
	Sen
	A school that wanted “no ideas but in things.” They tried to replace English poetry’s reliance on figures with lines that accomplished what ideograms or pictograms do, i.e. juxtapose images rather than substituting them. 

	Immanence
	Ide
	The condition or quality of being immanent; inherence; an indwelling. (opposite of transcendence)

	Metaphor
	Sen
	a comparison that is made literally, either by a verb (for example, John Keats' "Beauty is truth, truth beauty" or, less obviously, by a combination of adjective and noun, noun and verb, etc. (for example, Shakespeare's sonnet on the "the marriage of true minds"), but in any case without pointing out a similarity by using words such as "as," "like," or "than."

	Meter
	Son
	Any way of measuring and dividing a poetic line, such as accentual, syllabic, accentual-syllabic, and quantitative. Iambic meter is a meter dominated by iambic feet; iambic pentameter is a line with five iambs. Syllabic meter, on the other hand, is measured by the number of syllables without regard to stress. 

	Moralism
	Ide
	The idea that poetry must convey a message or perform a moral action 

	quatrain
	Typ
	A four-line stanza, usually with one a  standard rhyme scheme

	Rhyme
	Son
	normally end-rhyme, that is, lines of verse characterized by the consonance of terminal words or syllables. Rhymed words conventionally share all sounds following the word's last stressed syllable. Other types of rhyme include half-rhyme, eye-rhyme, and internal rhyme. 

	Rhythm
	Son
	An audible metrical pattern, usually of stressed (accented) and unstressed syllables. 

	Simile
	Sen
	a comparison made with "as," "like," or "than."

	Stanza
	Typ
	A verse paragraph with a fixed number of lines (quatrain, tercet, etc.)

	Stepping
	Typ
	After a caesura, when a line is broken and continued lower down. 

       And Agamemnon dead.

                           Being so caught up

	Strophe
	Typ
	A verse paragraph in which the number of lines is random or determined by content, not by the form

	Syllabics
	Son
	A meter that counts only the number of syllables, not the number of stresses

	Symbolism
	Ide, sen
	A school relying on symbols without specific correspondences in order to evoke unconscious responses. 

	Transcendence
	Ide
	Opposite of immanence. The state of being above and independent of the material universe or beyond the range of ordinary perception. 

	Variable foot
	Typ, son, sen
	Williams’ idea of a foot with a single stage of an unfolding perception. Though some say each foot has one major stress, this foot is not determined by meter or sound, but uses line length to emphasize an image. 


