Midterm Study Guide: English 471
I. (30%). I will ask you to explain and give an example of five of the following terms. 

a. immanence
b. blank verse

c. imagism

d. allusion

e. collage

f. syllabics

g. variable foot

h. epistemology

i. free verse

j. symbolism

k. elegy


II. (30%). I will ask you to identify the author of five of these passages and to briefly describe the passage’s significance. 

a. They never forgot 
That even the dreadful martyrdom must run its course 
Anyhow in a corner, some untidy spot 
Where the dogs go on with their doggy life and the torturer’s horse 
Scratches its innocent behind on a tree.


b. Now that my ladder's gone,
I must lie down where all the ladders start
In the foul rag and bone shop of the heart.


c. Then again she comes to the curb 

to call the ice-man, fish-man, and stands 

shy, uncorseted, tucking in 

stray ends of hair, and I compare her 

to a fallen leaf


d. I, too, dislike it. 


e. (Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look!) 
 Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks, 
The lady of situations. 
Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,
And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card, 
Which is blank, is something that he carries on his back, 
Which I am forbidden to see. I do not find
The Hanged Man. 


f. And if you're lost enough to find yourself
By now, pull in your ladder road behind you
And put a sign up CLOSED to all but me.
Then make yourself at home. The only field
Now left's no bigger than a harness gall.
First there's the children's house of make-believe,
Some shattered dishes underneath a pine,
The playthings in the playhouse of the children.
Weep for what little things could make them glad. 

g. So little cause for carolings 
Of such ecstatic sound 
Was written on terrestrial things 
Afar or nigh around, 
That I could think there trembled through 
His happy good-night air 
Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew, 
And I was unaware


h. it's 

spring 

and 

      the 

      goat-footed 

baloonMan       whistles 

far 

and 

wee

i. For the listener, who listens in the snow, 
And, nothing himself, beholds 
Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is. 


j. Good morning, daddy!
Ain’t you heard
The boogie-woogie rumble
Of a dream deferred?


III. (40%). Essay. I will ask you to write an essay on one of the following questions. 

a. In their efforts to transform poetic language and form, several modern artists used “ekphrasis”; that is, they took methods or subjects from other art forms. Discuss two examples of this, highlighting their differences in purpose and method as well as their similarities. Be specific; choose examples from actual poems. 

b. In their program for modern poetry, poets differed about how traditional forms and meters should be used. Some were “renovators,” who took old poetic forms and adapted them to suit modern purposes. Some were “innovators” who wanted to throw out old forms and create new ones. Discuss one example of each, highlighting how and why they did what they did. Be specific; choose examples from actual poems. 



