FINAL EXAM 
Answer 10 of the following 12 questions in 1-2 sentences, explaining the significance of the scene, concept, etc. Make sure you identify the director and the title of the film in your answer.  (5 points each)

1. In Sherlock Jr., what kind of cinematography is most prevalent?
2. Which film is about a movie called, O Brother Where Art Thou?
3. Which film is about two movies called Salome and Bases Loaded?
4. Explain how two color films use black and white sequences. 
5. Explain a film technique that is exposed or highlighted  in Day for Night, 
6. Identify and explain the significance of an award-winning campaign slogan in Wag the Dog. 




7. Explain the significance of Sarah Jessica Parker’s breasts. 





8. Identify three cameo appearances in The Player. 
9. Explain a recurring dream in one movie. 
10. Identify two jobs held by would-be actor Bobby Taylor. 
11. Identify two films that have “false-starts”—that is, they begin with movies that are inside movies. 





12. Contrast the lifestyles of the independent cinema crew in Living in Oblivion and a crew of a more mainstream movie.. 




Essay questions: Choose 1

	Hollywood’s Past
	Satires/ Critiques
	Screen Passages and Other “Meta” movies
	Morality Tales

	Singing in the Rain
Ed Wood

Sunset Boulevard

	Sullivan’s Travels
Day for Night

David Holzman’s Diary
State and Main

Living in Oblivion

Hollywood Shuffle

Barton Fink

Shadow of the Vampire

Wag the Dog
	Adaptation
New Nightmare
Stardust Memories

Purple Rose of Cairo

Sherlock Jr. 

Last Action Hero

CQ

	The Player
The Stuntman

Postcards from the Edge

In a Lonely Place

Bad and the Beautiful


1. Adaptation refers at some length to the Ouroboros, an ancient symbol featuring a snake that is consuming its own tail. This symbol signifies something which is its own beginning and ending—something which is self-engendering and therefore endless. In many ways, movies about movies do just that. Movies about Hollywood invent or revise their own past. Hollywood’s Morality Tales tell us about Hollywood’s seductions and its dangers. Satires or Critiques try to define what Hollywood is and what it ought to be. Movies that blur the line between reality and art critique the relationship between the two and make us question what we think we know. 

Using one film from each category above, write a detailed essay about how Hollywood uses self-reference and other techniques to create a mythology about itself.  Make sure that you do NOT write about the films you discussed in your paper. 

2. One way Hollywood defines itself is by negatives—that is, establishing what it isn’t. Every film we have watched has main characters, minor characters, and antagonists. The minor characters and antagonists help to define the heroes by contrast. For example, shallow or vindictive women can highlight a main character’s virtue, fans or other outsiders can emphasize a character’s importance, minorities or gays can be used to help a protagonist seem more “mainstream.” Old people can represent the past, poor people can highlight prosperity and glamour. A movie’s use of minor or antagonistic characters helps us understand, by contrast, what it is trying to argue. 

Using one film from each category above, write a detailed essay about how Hollywood uses minor characters, villains, or marginalized populations to define itself by contrast.  Make sure that you do NOT write about the films you discussed in your paper.

