Revision exercise: 
Rewrite the poem you wrote last week. 
In revising, think about all of the following: 

1. Cut out 4 out of every 5 adjectives or adverbs. 

2. Change any line that “tells” us something (that is, narrates and action or states a feeling) to a line that “shows” us something. For example, in Hamlen Brook, Wilbur “shows” us the height and depth of the world reflected in the water and thereby the extent of joy’s “thirst.”

a. Come up with at least three metaphors that are new and surprising

b. Use imagery in your nouns and verbs

3. Cut out instances of sentiment. 

4. Change any nominalized verbs (i.e. verbs turned into nouns like “direction”) to verbs (direct). 

5. Change dull verbs to verbs with motion or context (for example, change “mix” to “infect”, “go” to “skid”, etc. 
6. Try ending the poem 5 lines earlier, or try starting the poem 5 lines later. 

7. Reduce confusion but add suspense. 

8. Play with the line breaks. Try to add at least three examples of radical enjambment. Or, arrange line breaks in a syllabic pattern, for example 3,5,7,9,3. 

9. Exchange your title for two others. 

10. Make sure you are using real grammar. 

11. Change the Point of View, or make your poem a dramatic monolog. 

12. Change the poem to a directive—i.e., use the imperative mood. 

