WCU’s Tenth Annual Literary Festival

Page 2




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Mary Adams

828-227-7764

madams@email.wcu.edu
http://www.litfestival.org/

WCU’s Tenth Annual Literary Festival On March 18-22

 to Host a Number of Noteworthy Authors
Cullowhee, North Carolina, March 18-22 — Writers Nick Flynn, Stefan Merrill Block, and Jon Pineda will lead a dozen acclaimed and notable writers at WCU’s Tenth Annual Literary Festival on March 18-22, 2012.
Organized by WCU English Department’s Mary Adams, the event will continue the expansion of recent years, going from being a four-day to a now-five-day event. Those authors to join Flynn, Block, and Pineda will include O Henry Prize recipient Ron Rash, author of prize-winning novels “One Foot in Eden,” “Saints at the River,” “The World Made Straight” and “Serena”. 
 Daniel Woodrell, whose most recent novel, “Winter’s Bone”,
 has been adapted into an award-winning film, will also make an appearance, along with Darnell Arnoult, 
and Rebecca Hardin-Thrift 
Nick Flynn is the author of popular memoir “Another Bullshit Night in Suck City”, 
winner of the PEN/Martha Albrand Award. The book deals with Flynn’s own struggle with his parents and his own wrestling with becoming a father
. “I’d just crossed the threshold of being the same age my parents had been when they’d imploded,” Flynn, in his forties, said when looking back at the memoir. 

Flynn’s most recent memoir, “The Ticking is the Bomb”, has been receiving praise as well. One critic calls it “urgent [and] important”.

Stefan Merrill Block’s debut novel “The Story of Forgetting” is ablaze with love and vitality.  Block has found an unusually roundabout, fanciful way of telling the story of one family’s genetic destiny, early-onset Alzheimer’s disease, a story made grimmer by the new scientific 






-more-

certitude of genetic testing. “The Storm at the Door”, her
 second novel, is due out this spring and tells a haunting love story that shifts across generations. 
Jon Pineda’s memoir “Sleep In Me” revolves around his sister, Rica, and her struggle as a cheerleader that 
is involved in an accident which leaves her in a wheelchair and unable to talk.  The book is described by a library journal as a “literary standout” and displays how one boy is haunted by a family tragedy.  Pineda has also written two prize-winning books of poetry. 
Poet readings and a number of notable poets will once again be featured at this year’s festival as well. Numbering among the group will be Kennedy Center teaching artist Glenis Redmond, a top 10 finalist in the 1996 & 1997 National Individual Slam Championships and author of two CDs, three chapbooks, 
and a full-length book of poetry. 
Catherine Carter and Mary Adams will join Redmond and will share a poetry reading during the festival. Mary Adams received a NEW
 Fellowship in 2004 and is the author of  “Epistles from                                                                 the Planet Photosynthesis & Commandment”
. Catherine Carter is the author of “The Memory of Gills” and the forthcoming “Swamp Monster at Home”.

For additional information or a sample copy, Contact: Mary Adams ( madams@email.wcu.edu)

About the WCU Literary Festival

WCU’s Literary Festival is a long-running tradition that invites established and emerging writers to the campus to speak and showcase their talent with their written work. The festival reflects Western North Carolina’s commitment to offering students the highest quality of education in humanities and is now on its tenth year. 

About Western Carolina University

Western Carolina University was founded in 1889 and now offers an education to over 9000 students from not only nearly 40 states in the US, but also 32 countries. The university’s curriculum stretches to 120 specialties, including the nation’s highest ranked entrepreneurship and project management programs. Also, the university contains 21 special program accreditations and is a member of more than 30 state and national associations and organizations to which its professional programs are related.
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�Good overall; great format. Include the NC Arts Council boilerplate, and proofread for factual errors and a couple of other minor issues. 


�Transpose


�no commas around restrictive elements. 


�no comma between two coordinate elements. 


�Transpose. 


�I think that’s the subject of The Ticking is the Bomb. 


�Here and throughout, put periods and commas inside quotation marks. Semicolons and colons go outside. 


�his


�Use “who” for people. 


�Okay—but AP says no comma before the “and.”


�NEA


�Two different books. 


�Excellent. But don’t forget the NC arts council boilerplate. 





