Paper Topics: 

Use the example paper as a guideline. Your paper should contain 

In the introduction: 
1. A thesis, by which I mean a generalization about the central problem or conflict(s resolution. For example, if you think that the central question in Henry IV part I is (Who is a better king, Henry IV or his son, Henry V?( or, more generally, (What qualities make a leader a good and effective one?(: 

A theme for a paper on Henry IV  might begin like this: 

In Henry IV, part I, Shakespeare argues that an excellent king is one who knows how to be different people for different audiences because a king(s public function is more important than his personal sense of self. 
The formula for this thesis is: 

In (text), Author argues that _________________ (subject) is ______________ (object or subject complement) by, because, or in order to ___________________(explanatory phrase). 

2. A statement of organization

In the body: 
3. Three to five body paragraphs. Each of these should discuss how a technique is used by the author to further argue the thesis, or theme. Each should have 2 - 4 examples of quotes from the text which illustrate your point. Each quote should be analyzed to show what in the quote illustrates your point. 

4. A conclusion which is not just a restatement of the thesis but which reminds us of the key points of your argument and shows how they support your thesis/ theme. 

For Paper 1. 

A. Scholars have pointed out that Chaucer(s Miller(s Tale makes use of both sacred and profane elements. What do they mean by that? Identify examples of the sacred and the profane in Chaucer(s Miller(s Tale.  Write a thesis that speculates what point he is making with these contrasting elements. Then, compare his use of sacred and profane subjects, phrases, and images, considering the language he uses as well as the context of use. Use your comparison to support your thesis. 

B. How does understanding the overall context of the Miller(s Tale within the larger frame change the way we understand it? (For example, you can consider first the character interaction in his prologue, then the relation of the tales to others (especially the Knight(s Tale and other related tales), then the general prologue itself. Identify quotes from the tale and the frame that illustrate the tale(s relationship to others. Then, write a thesis that suggests what point Chaucer may have wanted to make by putting his tale in this context. Analyze your examples to support your thesis. 

B. Chaucer’s Wife of Bath’s Prologue can be read as a kind of sermon, and her Tale as an exemplum of her sermon, but to understand it as such, we have to carefully read both her prologue and the description of her in the general prologue. We also have to understand her audience, particularly the people who interact with her during her prologue. Write a paper in which you explain what point the Wife is making in her sermon, and to whom. Then, looking at the two prologues and the exempla of the tale and her life, show which elements support that point and which detract from it. Your thesis should not only discuss the Wife’s point, but Chaucer’s larger point in using her. 

C. In both Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and Beowulf oppositions are created between the world of human architecture and the natural or supernatural surrounding world. Compare and contrast the symbolic importance of these two realms in the two texts. Some questions to consider are: How do these spaces function in the texts? Are they characterized positively or negatively? Why? Be sure to build your argument from careful analysis of a few textual moments rather than making broad generalizations about symbolism without specific reference to the texts. 

As above, formulate a thesis that answers the questions, how does the use of architecture by the Gawain Poet differ from that of the Beowulf poet, and what do they intend to show by this use? You should not fail to discuss the very different political and historical contexts of the two poems as background.  Then organize your paper around techniques used by each: the descriptions of the various spaces, the people and actions associate d with each, and various motifs: the color green, the use of symbolic animals, red and  blood, seasons, old age. 

Example thesis: While the Beowulf poet saw nature as ______________, the Gawain poet believes that civilization is _________________- because ____________________. (In other words, state the argument of each--don(t just say you(re going to compare and contrast. In your essay, don(t just list (similarities and differences;( organize your essay around the techniques each uses to make his or her point. 

